
Fall Classic Tournament Rules  
 

 
All IHSA (Federation) baseball rules apply, except for the following: 

 
1) Birth certificates must be at the Field – the Tournament Director may ask to see them. 
2) Coin toss will determine home team for all games. 
3) 7 inning games.  2 hour time limit.  If time remains, an 8th inning can be played.  No new inning can 

start after the 2 hour time limit.   
4) Games will be 7 innings / mercy rule of 15 runs after 3 innings, 12 runs after 4 innings, 10 runs after 

5 innings and 8 runs after 6 innings is in effect in all games (including championship) without exception. 
5) Games that end in a tie after 7 innings or after the time limit shall end in a tie.  If time remains, an

8th inning can be played.  If not, the game will end in a tie.  This only applies to pool play.  For the 
playoff game, there will be no time limit and no ties.

6) Any pitcher can pitch a maximum of 4 innings per game.  One pitch does not equal an inning.  A 
pitcher can throw 12 consecutive outs in a game.  One balk warning per pitcher.   

7) One trip to pitcher’s mound or visit to any defensive player per inning.
 8) Any player or manager ejected from a game may not participate in the next game. 

9) Team managers are responsible for their fans.  If any fan becomes abusive and is asked to leave by 
the umpire or tournament director, they will have two minutes to leave the field.  If they don’t the 
offending team will forfeit. 

10) Before game time , both teams shall deliver their respective batting orders to the opposing team.   
Each team’s lineup card shall list a minimum of nine players (or 10 batters with an EH

 
if there is one)

 to start the game.  (Teams can bat 9, 10 or the line-up.)  The EH is an extra hitter and may play in 
the field.  A game shall be forfeited to the offended team by the umpire when a team is unable to 
provide at least nine players to start the game or cannot provide eight players to finish the game.  An 
out will be called each time that spot in the batting order comes to bat.  Teams must be ready to play
at the assigned time.

11) COURTESY RUNNER for the pitcher or catcher any time (must replace catcher when there are two 
outs).   The courtesy runner is to be a player not in the lineup.  However, if batting the entire roster 
or if the team does not have a runner on the bench, the last out must be the courtesy runner.  The 
pitcher or catcher who is being substituted on the base must be the player at that position of record 
and may not be the pitcher or catcher for the next inning.  If an illegal courtesy runner is used and
reported to the umpire before the first pitch, an out will be recorded.  

12) BALKS:    One warning per pitcher. (60 ft. Mound)     All bases are 90 ft.                            
13) All umpires’ rulings are final. No Protests. 
14) Everything will be done to play the tournament in the event of inclement weather. The Tournament 

Director and Umpire-In-Charge have the authority to shorten games or revise rules if inclement 
weather throws off our original schedule.    

15) There will be no refunds if rain alters the format of the tournament. 
16) Each team will play a minimum of four games in pool play.  All 5 teams will make the playoffs, 

being seeded according to their Win / Loss record and then Runs Allowed.  The top two seeds will 
earn a bye for the first round of playoffs.

17) BATS - No IHSA bat restriction.  If you bring it, you can swing it!
. 

Have a Great Tournament!  Good Luck to All Teams! 

18) No trophies will be awarded.
19) If a team arrives with eight players, the team will receive an automatic out for the missing player.  If

a team arrives with seven players, the team will automatically forfeit.


